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7. According to Maharil, they should not be ground at all, but should be left in long
pieces.

8. If, however, it does occur on Shabbos, the salt water should be prepared before
Shabbos, and not on Shabbos. (Ibid. 473:21, 42)

9. Mishnah Berurah makes no mention of preparing the salt water in an unusual manner
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birth to their children without pain; and almonds, (shekeidim, singular shakeid),
because the Holy One, blessed is He, watched diligently (shakad) to end our
bondage. You should put spices in it, that look like straw, such as cinnamon and
ginger, that are not finely ground,” and have straw-like strands in them, to recall the
straw, the Jews used to knead into the mortar. On Shabbos, you should not pour the
wine and the vinegar into the charoses, for it must be done in an unusual manner, by
putting the charoses into the wine or the vinegar. The salt water, (even when Yom
Tov does not occur on Shabbos)8 should be prepared on erev Yorn Tov). If you do
prepare it on Yom Tov, you should do it in an unusual way,? by pouring the water
first, and adding the salt later.

April 19 5) After the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, the Sages ordained that there should
be two cooked foods on the table, during the reciting of the Haggadah, one to recall
the Korban Pesach, (Passover sacrifice), the other to recall the Korban Chagigah
(Festival sacrifice), which were offered in the times when the Beis Hamikdash was
standing. It is customary that one of the foods should be meat, from the shoulder
section, 10 to recall that the Holy One, blessed is He, redeemed Yisrael, with an
outstretched arm. It should be roasted on fire, to recall the Korban Pesach (Passover
sacrifice), which was roasted on fire. The second food should be an egg, !! because
an egg, in the Aramean language is beiah, that is to say, the Merciful One desired
(ba’ei) to redeem us with an outstretched arm. You may prepare the egg, either
roasted or boiled, but you must do the roasting or boiling on erev Yom Tov, while it
is still daylight. If you forgot to do it (on erev Yom Tov), or if that day occurred on
Shabbos, you should roast or boil it at night, but then you must eat it on the first
day of Yom Tov. The same goes for the second night; you should roast it or boil it
(at night), and you must eat it on the second day of Yom Tov, for you are not
permitted to cook on the first day of Yom Tov for the second day, and neither on a
Yom Tov for a weekday. Now, since it is customary not to eat roasted meats on the
two nights of the seder, you should, therefore, eat the shoulder meat on Yom Tov
during the day. Even if you roasted it on erev Yom Tov, you should not throw away
(the meat) afterwards, but you should put it into the food that is cooked on the
second day and eat it on the second day.

6) You should prepare your seat [at the table] while it is still daytime, with the
nicest pillows you can afford, placing them in such a way that you can recline and
lean on the left side. Even a left-handed person should recline on the left side. You
should also prepare the seder plate while it is still day, in order that immediately on
returning home from the synagogue you can begin the seder without delay.

on Yom Tov, when it does not occur on Shabbos. It would seem that he maintains that it is
permitted to prepare it on Yom Tov in the usual manner.

10. If you cannot obtain a shoulder piece, you may use other meat, even without a bone.
The Poskim write that when a bone is used, there should be some meat on it, to recall the
Korban Pesach. (Ibid. 473.27)

11. According to Mishnah Berurah, you may use two.kinds of meat, one roasted, to recall
the Korban Pesach, and one boiled, to recall the Korban Chagigah. (Ibid. 473:27)
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12. If they are wiped clean, with a cloth, both inside and outside, it is also acceptable. Even
though you are not careful, all year, to examine the cups, used for Kiddush, you should take
care to do so on the nights of the Seder. (Ibid. 183:1,2)
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7) Although during the year, it is best to be moderate in displaying fine
tableware, so that we remember the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, nevertheless,
on the night of Pesach, it is good to set the table with as many beautiful things as
are within your means. Even vessels not used for the meal should be placed on the
table for elegant decor, to symbolize freedom.

8) The seder plate is arranged in this manner: You place three matzos on the seder
plate, you cover them with a beautiful cloth, you place the shankbone on-your right
side, and the egg on the left; the maror, over which you say the berachah, you place
in the center; the charoses, you place below the shankbone; the karpas below the egg,
and the maror, that is eaten together with the matzah, you place in the center; as in
the diagram:

egg shankbone
maror (for berachah)
karpas charoses

maror (for korech)

April 20 9) The wine cups must be whole, without any defect, thoroughly rinsed, 12 and
they must hold no less than a revi’is. 13

10) It is our custom to wear a kittel (a white robe), which should also be prepared,
while it is still day. A person, in mourning, God forbid, should not wear it, but he
is required to recline. However, if he has observed no mourning at all before Yom
Tov, as, for example, if the funeral was held on Yom Tov, then, it is customary that
he should not recline. But he must recite Hallel, because the saying of Hallel is
mandatory.

11) A son, at his father’s table, is required to recline, but a student, in the
presence of his Rebbe, is not required to recline.

Chapter 119
The Seder

1) Although on every other Shabbos and Yom Tov, you are permitted to say
kiddush and eat a meal while it is still day, in order to add from the secular to the
holy, on Pesach, you are not permitted to do so. The mitzvah of eating matzah must
be performed only at night, as was the case with the Pesach sacrifice, about which it
is written, “And they shall eat the meat (of the Korban Pesach) on this night.”
(Exodus 12:8). The mitzvah of the Four Cups may also be done only after nightfall.
Since the cup of wine, over which we say kiddush, is one of the Four Cups, the

13. See Glossary.



